
Dear Members of the Garden City School Community,

I hope you have had a happy and healthy start 
to 2022. As we are in our second half of the school 
year, we have so much to look forward to including 
celebrations!   These past few weeks have been 
pure joy to see our students perform in concerts and 
musicals with more scheduled for the remainder of 
this school year.  

Our students have been engaged in exciting 
programming and opportunities, some of which are 
highlighted in this newsletter. At the middle school, 
our student scientists are preparing an experiment 
that will be launched into space and are taking 
advantage of the newly reopened makerspace. Across 
the District, we continue to grow our opportunities for 
students both inside and outside the classroom.  

As we look ahead to the spring and warmer 
weather, we are excited for more chances to bring the 
classroom outdoors. Additionally, we are approaching 
the budget season for the 2022-23 academic year. 
We welcome your engagement and input during the 
budget development process. The dates of upcoming 
work sessions can be found on the District website, 
and we look forward to your participation in the 
budget vote on May 17.

We have been distributing COVID-19 test kits 
to our families and will continue to do so until our 
supplies run out.  If you need a test kit, please contact 
your child’s school nurse.  

Lastly, we have three administrators retiring at 
the end of the school year.  Linda Norton, Principal 
at Stewart, Rita Melikian, Director of Technology, and 
Nina Prasso, District Coordinator of Music and the 
Arts.  These individuals have dedicated years of their 
lives to support our students and school community. 
Though it is bittersweet to see these wonderful 
administrators move onto their next chapters, I 
wish them nothing but the best and thank them 
for working hard to better our District.  They have 
shaped our District into what it is today. We will keep 
everyone updated as we begin the search process to 
fill each of these positions. 

 Again, thank you for your continued support of 
our students and programs. 

Sincerely,
Kusum
Kusum Sinha, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

Throughout this school year, 
the District has worked to expand 
our offerings for students in the 
special education program. We 
are building upon our in-district 
choices, specifically within 
the vocational program. The 
vocational program gives students 
the foundation to build life skills 
and prepare for postsecondary 
success through real-life work 
experiences.

This year at the high school 
level, a teacher was specifically 
assigned to the vocational 

program to help guide students 
through their experience. 
Students are first assigned 
prevocational work including 
assessments to see where their 
interests and strengths are. 
Learners develop their skills 
within the school setting, before 
heading out into the workforce. 
For example, they may work 
at a coffee or smoothie cart at 
the high school, allowing for a 
different type of interaction with 
high school staff and peers.

Students are then matched up 

Garden City Public Schools 
Winter 2022, Vol. 23, No. 2On The Line

Building Life SkillsLife Skills

continued on page 2...



where their skills can be best 
applied for their supervised 
work experience. 

“We have various businesses 
within the county and our 
region who are accepting our 
students and affording us 
opportunities to provide real-life 
work experiences outside of the 
school,” Janine Villez, director 
of pupil personnel services, said.

This year, students are 
working with several Seventh 
Street businesses and local 
organizations including 
Chaminade and the Town of 
Hempstead. The vocational 
program not only helps our 
students transition into the real 
world after high school, but it 
also promotes inclusivity.

“It has created a sense of 
community,” Villez said. “The 
community is supporting our 
students, which we are very 
thankful for, but we are also 
creating the opportunity for our 
students to feel like a bigger part 

of the community through these 
jobs.”

As the vocational program 
proves to be successful, the 
District is looking to expand it 
to a larger number of students 
in the future. We are in the 
process of installing a Practical 
Assessment Exploration System 
(PAES) Lab at the high school, 
to be used next year, that 
will assign a specific space for 
work development curriculum 
during the school day. Within 
the lab, students will become 
employees and teachers will 
become employers. The PAES 
Lab exposes students to various 
fields of work and resources, and 
helps them develop proper work 
behaviors.

We look forward to the 
expansion of our vocational 
program in the years to come 
and are excited to develop 
more partnerships with the 
community to benefit our 
students.

Superintendent of Schools 
Dr. Kusum Sinha was selected 
to serve on the governing board 
of the AASA, The School 
Superintendents Association. The 
AASA is a national organization 
that advocates for all students to 
receive the highest-quality public 
education and develops and 
supports school system leaders.

Through her involvement, 

Dr. Sinha attended a conference 
in Washington, D.C., where, 
alongside educational leaders, she 
advocated for a number of topics 
including critical funding for our 
schools. Serving on the governing 
board has given Dr. Sinha insight 
on inner workings at the federal 
level, which in turn directly 
benefits the Garden City school 
community.

“We have a voice at the table,” 
Dr. Sinha said. “Our voices are 
important for policymakers to hear, 
so that they understand the impact 
of their decisions on the day-to-day 
operations of our school district.”

While it is the first year Dr. 
Sinha is serving on the board, she 
looks forward to becoming more 
involved in the years to come.

“The community is 
supporting our students, 

which we are very thankful 
for, but we are also creating 

the opportunity for our 
students to feel like a bigger 

part of the community 
through these jobs.” 

- Janine Villez, director of pupil 
personnel services
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We are excited to announce 
an experiment designed 
by four of our seventh 
grade students has been 
selected as the official flight 
experiment to be launched 
into space as part of the 
National Center for Earth 
and Space Science Education’s 
Student Spaceflight 
Experiments Program (SSEP). 
Congratulations to Bridget 
Coviello, Isabelle DeNoto, 
Samantha Racich and Elsie 
Ross! 

“Participation in the 
SSEP is a great opportunity 
for our students,” Dr. Elena 
Cascio, science curriculum 
coordinator, said. “The 
experiment selected to be 
conducted at the International 
Space Station was designed by 
an all-girl team. We are very 
proud of their hard work and 
devotion to science!”

The chosen experiment, 
“How does microgravity 
affect the germination of a 
tomato seed?” will be part of 
the SSEP Mission 16 to the 
International Space Station. 
It is one of 23 projects from 
around the globe that was 
selected to board a SpaceX 
vehicle and be transported 250 
miles above Earth’s surface.

“Bridget, Isabelle, 
Samantha and Elsie showed 
true dedication, curiosity 
and insight while working 
on the space program, and 
I am very proud that their 
experiment was selected 
for the space station,” said 
Christine Lebenns, teacher 

facilitator and community 
program director. “We all are 
looking forward to learning 
how microgravity affects 
the germination of tomato 
seeds and compare the results 
with the ground experiment 
performed by all our seventh 
grade students.”

The program was offered 
to the entire seventh grade at 
the Middle School. Students 
learned of the selected project 
during a visit to the Cradle 
of Aviation Museum, where 
seventh graders participated 
in a number of flight-related 
activities.

Throughout the rest of the 
year, the team selected by the 
SSEP will set up the space 
experiment to be performed 
by astronauts, while their 
classmates will work in teams 
to set up and perform the 
control experiment.

“It’s true project-based 
learning that inspires students 
to love science and dream 
big!” Dr. Cascio said. 

The Student Spaceflight 
Experiments Program [or 
just “SSEP”] is a program 
of the National Center for 
Earth and Space Science 
Education (NCESSE) in the 
U.S. and the Arthur C. Clarke 
Institute for Space Education 
Internationally. It is enabled 
through a strategic partnership 
with Nanoracks, LLC, which 
is working with NASA under 
a Space Act Agreement as 
part of the utilization of the 
International Space Station as 
a National Laboratory.

Samantha Racich, Bridget Coviello, Elsie Ross and Isabelle DeNoto’s 
experiment was chosen to be launched into space – an out of this world 
accomplishment!

The seventh grade learned of the selected project during a trip to the 
Cradle of Aviation Museum.

Students participated in flight-related activities during the trip, in 
honor of the SSEP.

Student experiment

Shoots for the Stars
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Earlier this year, the District welcomed 
Nadine Wenger into the Middle School 
community as the new library media 
specialist. Ms. Wenger comes to Garden 
City with nine years of experience as a 
school librarian, and in her short time in 
the District, she has created a dynamic 
learning space that draws all kinds of 
learners.

One of Ms. Wenger’s goals coming 
into the Middle School was to get 
the makerspace up and running. The 
makerspace existed at the Middle School 
prepandemic, but Ms. Wenger made it a 
priority to grow its programming to give 
students better access to a different type of 
learning environment.

“I wanted to give the opportunity 
to students to learn by creating,” Ms. 
Wenger said. “The goal is to create a 
robust program that meets the needs of 
all stakeholders in our community – our 

students, teachers and everybody else.”
The makerspace is a place where 

students can come to tinker, create and 
learn through doing. The collaborative, 
do-it-yourself space balances the use of 
high technology, including 3D printers, 
3D doodler pens, circuit boards and green 
screens, with low-tech resources such as 
Keva Planks, K’Nex, Legos and a variety 
of art materials.

No matter the activity, Ms. Wenger 
values the importance of students 
understanding all that goes into a project 
– from the moment they walk into the 
makerspace to when they leave with a 
finished product.

“It’s really important that students 
understand the process,” Ms. Wenger 
said. “We’re not just printing things on 
the 3D printer – we’re learning about 
design; we’re learning about all of the 
steps it takes to create something, then 
print it.”

And throughout the process, mistakes 
are encouraged.

“We make mistakes, and we often do 
our best learning through the mistakes 
that we make,” Ms. Wenger said. “If 
something doesn’t work, we try to figure 
out why it didn’t work. If we’re building 
something and it collapses, we take a step 

back and think, ‘What did I do? How can 
I make it better? What is a way to design 
it so it’s a stronger structure?’”

Ms. Wenger said she has seen a variety 
of students, at different levels and with 
different strengths, benefit from the 
space, as any student is able to sign up to 
use it. The makerspace allows students 
to interact with each other in a different 
setting and collaborate with those who 
have similar interests. In addition, the 
makerspace allows many learners to see 
their full potential and empowers them to 
have more choice in their education.

“It allows students to realize there are 
so many applications of the academic 
subjects,” Ms. Wenger said.

Our Middle School students are 
enthusiastic about the makerspace and 
the programming Ms. Wenger offers 
in the library. Throughout the rest 
of the school year, Ms. Wenger looks 
forward to opening up more makerspace 
opportunities for the school community.

Spotlight on Nadine Wenger, 
Middle School library Media SpecialiSt

Stay up to date on the latest news and events from 
around our buildings by following our social media 
pages! “Like” @GardenCityUFSD on Facebook and 

follow @GCUFSD on Twitter!


